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Work and Advocacy Plan

Objectives: 

1. To examine the relationship between a variety of fSU countries and the Bologna Process in order to: 

a.  Determine any underlying connection between fSU countries’ approaches and response to the Process due to the common starting point of the soviet higher education system. 

b. Determine differences emerging with the underlying rationale.

c. In turn to examine if/how these similarities and differences will effect/should effect the Bologna stakeholders approach to the support of these countries. 

2. To support the BFUG’s work on external relations by: 

a. providing policy advice to the BFUG on ‘corresponding’ countries – those countries contiguous and tied to Bologna signatories

b. providing fSU relations with neighbouring regions as part of an emerging paradigm for EHEA relations.

3. To examine the potential contribution (through their experience and approach to change) of the case fSU countries to: 

a. The development of the Process

b. The broader context of contemporary higher education thinking thus helping me to re-assess the paradigms of both the process and the case countries.

4. To contribute, through dissemination of a variety of points of view, and discussion of the fSU context, to the promotion of an EHEA which reflects the diversity of its signatories and seeks to avoid first class/second class membership.

Outcomes:

1. Research Paper

2. Policy Paper

3. Advocacy oriented activities to promote the policy paper: 

In Kazakhstan, through Bilim (who just before my fellowship began arranged a press conference event for me on Bologna with various local experts), through the Ministry of Education – the head of the higher education section has already asked to see my paper – and through the universities, who have also expressed an interest in having me visit to discuss the Bologna Process and its implementation. 

In Georgia, through HESP and HESP’s supported institution, we have good connections to those thinking about policy. 

In Russia, we have proposed with the New Eurasia Foundation workshops on Bologna and Russia for Rectors and the ministry; I have also had accepted a proposal to have a first workshop on the Candidat and Bologna with EUSP. We hope to have policymakers present for at least part of the event. 

In Ukraine, the picture is as yet unclear. HESP has good contacts with some governmental advisers which I can hope to utilise, but this does not appear to be an ‘energised’ situation, and further examination in situ is needed. 

Westwards, I intend to start with an ACA event, talk with the EUA, ask advice from some of those behind the study of Bologna, and finally set-up a panel for next year’s EAIE. Visits ‘westwards’ will be towards the end of the field research period (ie in December). So, there are a variety of events going on in Europe at which papers can be given, but my primary aim will be, through papers and contacts, to get to the BFUG. 

OSI Relations
I have good and close relations with OSI colleagues in higher education, and expect my work to permeate my approach to our mutual work, and perhaps to give some additional support to their work. 

1. I will augment the policy related aspect of CEU’s Curriculum Resource Centre and will help to establish the Centre (with a knock-on effect for the other units of SEP) as a place that provides resources, trains in methodologies, and also utilises its expertise for working papers and consultancies in HE systems, degree construction and discipline development (as an example: SEP has already hosted 2 workshops on the re-organisation of the doctorate, and my research will take this question further). 

2. I will aim through the fellowship, and other related activities now beginning at SEP, to provide more of a focus for Higher Education policy discussions at CEU bringing together relevant actors in the departments, at the CPS, SEP and HESP. 

3. My analysis for Kazakhstan will be utilised by our (OSI with CEU co-operation) Centre ‘Bilim’ in Central Asia to promote its desire to be an expert, a resource, and a location for discussion on Higher Education policy. This will compliment Bilim’s pre-existing expertise in General Education Policy. 

4. My work will hopefully continue the ongoing promotion of HESP’s work as utilisable in a research and policy format. 

5. The various elements of my research should contribute to ongoing discussions at HESB, again the example of the PhD occurs, but also how to intervene best in MA organisation, for instance. 

